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Provision of care under general anaesthetic by dental therapists

SAAD supports the provision of care under general anaesthetic by dental therapists in order
to improve access to care for patients, encourage full use of skill mix and promote the ability
of individual dental therapists to provide dental care within their full scope of practice.

To facilitate this, aspects of training and competence which need to be considered when
establishing such a service include:

1. Training

All dental therapists must complete and have current PILS / ILS training as appropriate to
the age group for which care is being provided.

All dental therapists must demonstrate competence in the key skills for the provision of
treatment under general anaesthetic e.g.

e Obtaining consent for treatment

e Treatment planning considerations

e Clinical holding

e Surgical draping and bed / table positioning
e WHO Surgical Safety checklists

e The roles of theatre and recovery staff

e Airway management

e Managing a theatre list — team brief, time out, post-surgery checklist and
handover

All dental therapists must have knowledge of relevant guidance documents such as those
referenced below"?*,

All dental therapists must have knowledge of the relevant specialist society statements
published by the British Society of Special Care Dentistry, British Society of Paediatric
Dentistry and British Association of Dental Therapists.

2. Supervision

All dental therapists must have direct supervision by a named senior dentist / specialist /
consultant who is able to provide prompt support should this be needed.

This would facilitate two therapists working in parallel in two separate dental general
anaesthetic theatres with a physically present supervisor. The supervisor must be able to
provide the necessary clinical support without delay in scenarios whether the treatment is
outside the scope of practice of a therapist e.g. deep caries in a permanent adult tooth
resulting in the need for extraction or root canal treatment.



3. Indemnity

All dental therapists must be indemnified / insured to provide care under general
anaesthetic as per GDC requirements for their scope of practice. Crown indemnity may
provide cover for some NHS service provision however specific indemnity/ insurance may
need to be in place.

4., Governance

Services must have measures in place to facilitate individual appraisal and personal
development planning alongside service appraisal, audit and quality assurance. Once
relevant training for therapists has been provided, competency documents should be
considered to evaluate safe practice under general anaesthetic, and these should be
completed to an adequate standard at regular intervals.

Appendix

1. Guidelines for The Management Of Children Referred For Dental Extractions
Under General Anaesthesia (BSPD) 2011( reviewed 2016)
https://www.bspd.co.uk/Portals/0/Public/Files/Guidelines/Main%20Dental%
20Guidelines.pdf

2. The use of general anaesthesia in special care dentistry: A clinical guideline from
the British Society of Special Care Dentistry 2022
https://www.bsscd.org/documents/BSSCD_GA_guideline_2022.pdf

3. Royal College of Anaesthetists Chapter 12: Guidelines for the Provision of
Anaesthesia Services for ENT, Oral Maxillofacial and Dental surgery 2025 https://
www.rcoa.ac.uk/gpas/chapter-12-2025
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